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September 1, 1993

93-237
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU RECEIVES GRANT TO KEEP CAMPUSES SAFE

CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University has received a
$182,237 grant from the Illinois Department of Transportation
(!DOT) to reduce traffic safety problems caused by alcohol and
drug use on college campuses.
Becky Markwell, assistant director of safety programs at
Eastern and local project director, said the grant will fund the
continuation of the national highway safety program, "Policies
and Programs for the 1990's: A Team Approach to the Prevention of
Alcohol, Other Drug and Traffic Safety Problems in Higher Education, " in Illinois community colleges south of Interstate 80.
"The goal of the program," according to Gary March, director
of !DOT's Division of Traffic Safety, "is to promote a safe
driving and walking environment in and around Illinois college
campuses."
Eastern's safety programs staff will conduct a two-day workshop for participating community colleges that have assembled
teams charged with developing action plans that address problems
created by alcohol and drug use by students on their respective
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campuses.

The teams will receive guidance in collecting and analyzing
data to be used in designing campus policies, identifying programs that deter students from alcohol and other drug use and
developing strategies to counter the alcohol beverage industry's
influence on the campus community.
The grant will also fund a statewide conference targeted to
two- and four-year college and university personnel interested in
alcohol and other drug use as they relate to traffic safety
issues.
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